
 

Andy Varipapa

Andy Varipapa
Born March 31, 1891 in Carfizzi,
Italy,  Varipapa developed trick
shot bowling to its peak and
through that ability starred in the
first bowling film short "Strikes &
Spares" in 1934.  He made more
trick shot films than any other
bowler, seeing his work released by
studios such as MGM, Columbia
and 20th Century Fox.  He was a
leading instructor and exhibition
bowler, one of the first to make
nationwide tours.  Varipapa's
bowling ability often was
overshadowed by his trick
shooting, but his achievements on
the lanes were legendary.  At age
55 he won the 1946 All
Star tournament and the following
year became the first repeat
champion of the All Star.  He also
won the BPAA Doubles titles in
1947 and 1948, teaming with
fellow Hall of Famer and Italian
immigrant Lou Campi.  Varipapa
was named the 1948 Bowler of the
Year and was later placed on the
pre-1950 First Team by Bowling
Magazine.  He was the runner-up
in the 1952 Masters tournament.  In
1957, he stole the $6,000 jackpot by tossing nine strikes in a row on Milton Berle's Jackpot
Bowling at the age of 68.  His other awards include the 1943 Landgraf Classic, three New York
City All Events titles, one New York State All Events title and the first bowler inducted into the
Italian-American Sports Hall of Fame in 1980.  Andrew died August 25, 1984 in Hempstead,
New York. 
Elected to the National Italian American Sports Hall of Fame in 1980.
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Bowling Digest
June, 2000

Pins & Puns.(bowling)(Brief Article)

Author/s: Chuck Pezzano

ANDY VARIPAPA WAS BORN IN 1891 and died in 1984. He was active,
vibrantly so, well into his 80s, and when the various bowling lists of all-time greats
in the 20th century were compiled, there was one that was overlooked: the greatest
showmen.

The winner, by a landslide, was Varipapa. He was often called the clown prince of
bowling, but that wasn't right. He wasn't a clown; he was the king of skill, wit, and
humor. For more than 60 years he astounded, affronted, and entertained. He tossed
two balls easier than most bowlers handle one, and he knocked down pins set up
on two or three lanes. Fans would stare in amazement when he would roll a ball
with such backspin that it would slowly reverse itself and roll back up the lane.

In the days when bowling was in its infancy regarding publicity, Varipapa received
headlines wherever he went--and that was everywhere. He was as well-known as
the sports superstars of his day, and over the years he showed a mastery of the
great quote. A sampling of some of the best Varipapaisms:

* "It's about time the world's greatest bowler was also the world champion." (After
winning the 1946 All-Star.)

* "When Varipapa walks in the pins shiver, but every major event should have new
pins. In many cases the pins are so bad that all you have to do is roll the ball, hit
the headpin and pray to the almighty, and the pins flop over from either prayer,
shock, or just plain exhaustion."

* "Newspapers made me. They used to call me unassuming, then I became the
walking, talking machine."

* "They are not trick shots. They are highly skilled precision shots developed by
manipulation."

* "I'm the best bowler I ever saw."
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* "I never wanted all the money that was available to be made. I was always willing to settle for half."

ACS ACS
to settle for half."
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